
As she stared out the window at the dark skies, Kristy’s

reflection mirrored disappointment. Thinking out loud

Kristy said, “If only the rain would stop Wouldn’t you

know it? it waited all week just to storm on Saturday.

Now we can’t go anywhere.’

Kristy’s mother called from the kitchen twice before she

heard her. “I thought you might like to go to the attic

and look for some costumes for your school play.’ Lingering

at the window Kristy answered without her usual enthusiasm,

“Okay”

Kristy’s school was having a special pioneer days program.

Knowing Great-grandmas trunks were stated in the attic, she

had volunteered to look for suitable rioneer costumes. In

a tryout on Monday she would be competing with two other

girls for the role of the pioneer girl

Holding the ladder in place, Kristy’s mother told her how

to open the trap door entrance to the attic. She gave her

a flashlight and explained where the light chain was located.

“Call me when you are ready to come down’.

No one had been in the attic for years. Everything was

dusty and smelled old. Eerie light from a small rainstreaked

window made the attic spooky. Kristy was in a hurry to

accomplish her mission and get back downstairs.
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With flashlight in hand, Kristy pulled the light chain

and some of the shadows disappeared. She opened the first

trunk. The squeaky hinges coupled with the rain on the

roof gave Kristy a start. If she hadns lived in the house

all of her life, she would have believed the attic was

inhabited by ghosts. Now more than ever she was determined

to hurry.

The first trunk was full of bric-a-brac. Kristy dropped

the lid and quickly climbed over it so she could reach the

other trunk. This one had two leather straps that needed

to be unbuckled. They were stubborn but finally opened.

The lock was sprung and the lid was ajar.

Kristy was surprised to find all the fancy lace neatly

folded. There were colorful doilies and scarves. She

eagerly lifted them aside. A small black notebook fell

to the floor unnoticed.

Underneath the fancywork there was a knitted wool shawl.

Kristy draped the shawl over her shoulders. She wished

there was a mirror in the attic. She decided this would

be good for a pioneer costume. Next came aprons and

housedresses. Kristy chose two of each.

A large box at the bottom of the trunk contained Great

grandmas’s Icelandic national costume. Kristy recognized



this dress from pictures she had seen of Iceland. Such

a beautiful filigree silver belt Even a cap with a tassel

attached by a silver tube This seemed more like an elegant

princess dress than a pioneer costume.

Kristy replaced everything into the trunk and closed the lid.

She picked up the aprons , dresses and shawl, pulled the

light chain and with the flashlight worked her way carefully

to the trap door.

Just as she was going to call her mother, the flashlight

beam struck a gold object on the floor beside the trunk.

Kristy returned to investigate. There beside the trunk was

a small black notebook. Lettered in qold on the cover was

the name ‘KRISTJANA”. Kristy was intrigued because she

was named after her great-grandmother, Kristjana. She had

always wondered what Ktistjana was like. She gently folded

back the cover and began reading Kristjana’s story.

1 wa ba’ui £vt Iceland -the. 20th o May, /895 on a tte

6aitm caUcd Ja athAii adjoi.nAnq the v-&Uaqe Gcnvk.

ThL A the ai P’Jokth o Iceland avnot toichAng the

Akct-ic Ctkele.

mme we’re £ght and b’ghtened by the nAdnght

4an. Ou Wtvttek wee ortq and daiFz.
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Anothek job I had wa-s to qa-the& woof naed - the b’uh

cVL o -the -sheep pa-s-tu’te. Icefand’ heep )eke noted t4o’i

-thek £onq -haqqtj coats. Th.iJ, wa pkobab-.y vla-tu’Le’-o way

o tafinq ca’Le o the sheep dunnq the coed wnte’. Thecj

woufd -naq the-’r. wooffi coat on -the 5u—she and £eave mp

o woof when -they bkoae aWai. G-L’tLS had -to wash, ca-’td and

-spJn -th.s woof -they aatheked. My L’t nLt-t-ng eion wa

how -to mafe c-t-ten-s.

Theite wee no choot -tn Ouk pak-t o -the cOun-t’Ly when I

wa-f, a -iz n IceJand. Paen-ts -tauqht theAk chJdkevt to icead

and wic-i-te and juS-t a bA.-t o6 Jmpfe akhme-tc. The 6A.b.te.

wa my onfy -tetbooFz. The Piceacheic -tkaveed -th-’touh -the.

dc-t -tw-ce a ueaic -to ee tha-t chid-’Len weke s-tudy-ng and

to vto-te -thc-ii picogices.

One o my a-te mnieic dae- wa o gathe’t eeds ‘rom -the

p’ant -tha-t qicew -Ln -the wartipt! aicea wheice -the k-tvek once

owed. When -the seed pod-s opened hey eooed t-üae cotton

baU. The-se weice made An-to w-ek -to be u-ted 4ftn -the cicude

gkea.e eamps -cn wn-teic. Amma u-sed -them o’ w-4cFz when he

made -taUow cande-. We had no eec-t’c-i-tt’.

On -the. h-Lt behind ouic aicmhoue weice pa-tche o wAid

buebeicit-e and awbeicic-e-s. Fo-s- and I woud hopeUy

checfz them da-Lfy when theq weice k-pen-nq. The b icie weice

onq -the ze o pea-es bu-t such a -ticea-t l can tU ta6te -them.
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Between oun. home. and the neLghbo’ring Vcm caUed Kvamm

wheite. I pZayed many tme.s, theke wa.S a ca.veL. I wa nevek

czUowed -to p.fo-’te t. To maize uice T aldn’-t tn..ij Ammcz tod

me -the ,to4ti tha.t bocUQJ O met WqjtQ. buk-Led Uk1d.L the &ocJz.

She -a-d t(te Tnofl. bu’tAed them when they got too close. to

cave. I alwatj-r made .u-’te the I neve’L got ‘too co.e”.

The bg a4c-Enat-4on wai the keoand.Lng echoes. I eavied

eate-’. that ce.’ttaln 4ourtd. cau4sed eckoe- and ulb’tat-Loni,

)L.e4rLet-ng -in iioclz sLcde-.

In the w ztektire qnownup. would teU the 6to’ e-S and poevn

o the Iceanalc Edda4. I fJJzed 1o Liten to the. -tok-.e4 O

tno.eL nhabt-.ng -the mountaln. Many toale we’re baed on

pek-t-LtLon4 -such a4S the pialt. o acnged pe’c4son4 ketufl.alng.

Anothe.t çavoalte wa4 ca4tng a -stone ito the alve’t when

cko4nq theke.by eaknAtg £mmunitq -to dia-tek4 whJe tkavet-Lnq.

Somet.me-s when T wads goAng bach and 6okth kOm OLLfl. pZace to

Kvamm 1 £anded £n (oq. It came -so iuddeulq and o th-clz

that I cacey could oUow the path. Amma totd me to t

and walt untL the og LE4te.d - -Lt came when I was nea’. the

jokd4. it would oten dappecut as ouddeuly as t a%alved.

Once I walted a fonq time avid naUy made my way home by

cliawUng on my hand and fzne.e-.

Ieeand had a wealth o natu-’ca beauty. The coa-t -Lvi -the

Nokth wa noclzy avid steep avid -videntedby vtumekou- jond.

Mos-t o the populat-Lon tved along the coat- epecLaUy -n

the South wheke. the coa4t wa fowand and -.heteked. The


